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1.0 Introduction
The Kitui Regional Research Centre hosted its open day on 15th June 2011. The objective
was to underscore the importance of forest research in improving the livelihoods of the
community members in the drylands. The main focus was therefore the role of research in
realizing improved forest products and services from dryland tree species.
Other stakeholders were also invited to exhibit
Mobilization for the event was undertaken through:

e Letters to stakeholders such as District departmental heads, NGOs and schools and

churches
e Personal visits where invitation slips/leaflets were provided
e Posters in strategic areas

e Banners across main Kitui road

2.0 Registration

Participants were registered as they were taken through an introduction overview of

KEFRI and they were entertained with music.




3.0 Participants
The event was attended by 140 adult participants and about 60 children from schools

making a total of 200 attendants.

Children attending the open day

4.0 Other Displays
The event followed a free flow format in order to afford flexibility in terms of time for
participants. The main stations included:
1. Dryland Tree seed - This station, manned by a seed expert, exhibited the seeds of
various dry land tree species. Information obtained in this station included aspects

of seed storage and pretreatment. Seed sales were also offered.




2. Melia volkensii Propagation -. Information on the propagation, management and

products of Melia was explained and displayed in this station.

3. Bamboo Propagation — Participants were explained that Bamboo is an important
fast growing woody grass. Establishment of bamboo was explained on site (an
experimental/multiplication site within the centre). Some bamboo products were
also exhibited.




4. Osyiris Lanceolata — This species was included due to the continued public

interest. Research efforts in enhancing propagation of the tree were discussed.

5. Cottage industries — Products obtained from dry land tree species like gums,
indigenous fruit trees such as Jams juice wine and candy were displayed. This
station also covered dye products from Zerminalia brownii and other tree species.
Aloe processing for soap and other products was also displayed. In order to
underscore the fact that forestry research creates employment, this station was
exhibited mostly by farmer groups and individual engaged in providing such

products and services for their livelihood.




6. Centre Facilities — this station explained the facilities the centre has for hire

services offered.

7. Dissemination of research information — this station explained the various

activities undertaken by the dissemination arm of the centre in disseminating

reseach findings to stakeholders.

|




9. Collaborators — Several collaborators participated in the open Day. These
included KCB Bank, Ministry of Energy, TARDA, Chuluni Mango processing
group, multipurpose seed based absorber project and SEUCO University.

KB bank



10. Interaction - An open day is a day where the centre staff interact with the

community. In this particular station, the participants shared their tree planting
experiences and challenges. The participants also interacted with centre scientists
including the Centre Director who explained the different research and

development activities of the centre. They were also entertained with refreshments.

11. Main issues raised by participants

The following were the main issues raised:

b . o M o

B R

What makes ripe Vifex payos black and nutritional value

Does KEFRI offer training to individuals or groups and what is the cost of training
Are there Aloe processing plants in Kenya

If some of the Aloe species are poisonous why are they used as medicine

Are the chemicals used when making the baobab sweets and which is the
preservative used

Which tree produces Gum Arabic and is there any local market for the Gums

One of the pupils asked how one can identify the poisonous Aloes species

How is the Aloe Vera shampoo made

The Vitex payos demo plot should be well maintained for exhibitions in the next

open days.
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